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Reading 1  Acts 4:8-12 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: 

“Leaders of the people and elders: 

If we are being examined today 

about a good deed done to a cripple, 

namely, by what means he was saved, 

then all of you and all the people of Israel should know 

that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; 

in his name this man stands before you healed. 

He is the stone rejected by you, the builders, 

which has become the cornerstone. 

There is no salvation through anyone else, 

nor is there any other name under heaven 

given to the human race by which we are to be saved.” 

 

 Reading II  1 John 3:1-2 

Beloved: 

See what love the Father has bestowed on us 

that we may be called the children of God. 

Yet so we are. 

The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we shall be has not yet been revealed. 

We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, 

for we shall see him as he is.  

 

Gospel  John 10:11-18 

Jesus said: 

“I am the good shepherd. 

A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

A hired man, who is not a shepherd 

and whose sheep are not his own, 

sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, 

and the wolf catches and scatters them. 

This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. 

I am the good shepherd, 

and I know mine and mine know me, 

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 

and I will lay down my life for the sheep. 

I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 

These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, 

and there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

This is why the Father loves me, 

because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. 

I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. 

This command I have received from my Father.” 
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I.  “ It was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead: in his name this man stands before you healed.”   

 

II  “Yet so we are…we are God’s children now.”   

 

Gospel:  Look to the Jesus who understands divine relationship as total gift- the most absolute 

gift of laying down one’s life for others.   

 

Theme:  Receive Jesus’ precious gift.  Share his gift with each other- and bask in a love, here and 

now, that is eternal. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The examination of Peter in Acts follows his arrest for the healing of the cripple in the name of 

Jesus.   

The Sanhedrin, the authority in their society, later commanded them to silence.   

Peter and the disciples of course were not so compliant.   

These same disciples who were to have been found hiding in locked rooms just weeks earlier, 

were boldly proclaiming the central message of Christianity:  

“It was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead; in his name this man stands before you healed.”   

Can you and I claim the same hope:  that in his name we stand before you healed? 

 

It is this hope and promise that the letter of John assures us:   

“Yet so we are…we are God’s children now.”   

That is how we are to be known.   

Whatever our destiny- whatever that looks like- we shall come to be like the Father.   

He brings us to Him, to see and know Him as He is.   

What of God’s great “I AM” are we called to be part of? 

 

The Gospel gives us a clue- as how the Father is to be seen and known.   

The most complete revelation of who God is- of who we are to be like- is in the person of Jesus.   

 

Jesus is the good shepherd- who knows who are  his.   

And his recognize him-  

just as the Father and the Shepherd are intimate in their knowledge of each other.   

With the Spirit, this is the relationship of the Holy Trinity.   

This is also our divine relationship of creature and Creator. 

 

How do we understand God?  Look to Jesus.   

Look to Jesus who understands divine relationship as total gift-  

the most absolute gift of laying down one’s life for others.   

This absolute gift is related to absolute power- the power of love- the power of life. 

 

In this power, to know Jesus, to know his love, to share in his gift- the Paschal mystery-  

this is the promise and hope that death can not contain.   

 

Receive Jesus’ precious gift.   

Share his gift with each other- and bask in a love, here and now, that is eternal. 

 


